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Rep. John Mica

           Latest Mica Oversight News:  Federal Support for CHS’s Model Job of Helping at Risk Youth

Washington , Oct 14  - Winter Park, FL – U.S. Congressman John L. Mica (R-FL) joined  Children’s Home Society (CHS) of Florida representatives at their  headquarters today in announcing the award of a competitive grant by the  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.CHS’s Mentoring Children of Prisoners Statewide Projects program won the grant of more than $6 million over the next three years  to aid children and youth who have incarcerated parents.  This grant to  help disadvantaged youth is part of the Family Services Improvement Act  that passed in 2006 and was signed into law by President George W. Bush.Congressman Mica said, “It is difficult enough when a  child is abused or comes from a disadvantaged setting.  However, when a  parent is in jail, growing up becomes even more complicated and one of  the most difficult situations for a youth.”Since coming to Congress, Representative Mica has encouraged  state and local organizations, like CHS, to apply for Federal grants to  continue to improve not only the programs they offer but the impact  these groups have on the lives of at risk youth.The Children’s Home Society of Florida has 14 divisions across  the State of Florida as it reaches out to children in order to create a  positive and lasting influence on their lives.  The Mentoring Children  of Prisoners Statewide Projects grant will allow the CHS to reach at  least 1,500 new children and to continue their Mentors Opening Doors  Enriching Lives (MODEL) program.  The MODEL program specifically places  youth with trained and committed adult mentors who offer friendship and  advice in order to help these young individuals through this difficult  formative time in their lives.During the event Congressman Mica stressed the importance of the  MODEL program and its positive effect on the State of Florida.  Mica stated, “Since  the inception of the MODEL program, we have seen dedicated mentors make  a real difference in kids’ lives and helping them reach their fullest  potential.  The MODEL mentoring and outreach programs provide our local  youth a positive direction that is often otherwise lacking.  These  mentors are a life-long inspiration.” 

  Click here for more Mica news          
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http://mica.house.gov/News/DocumentPrint.aspx?DocumentID=211947
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